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Deep Dive by Designboom

We spoke to Graft architects, a hybrid office
operating internationally in the fields of
architecture, urban development and design.

One of their projects: The Trilux Light Campus in Cologne.

Could you describe a project where
Graft’s curiosity and appetite for
innovation pushed the boundaries of
traditional architecture and resulted in
a truly unexpected outcome?

Sven Fuchs: We can talk about the
Solarkiosk. What's interesting about this
project is the concept behind it. When
we say we don't aim to be recognised as
signature architects, we are dealing and
identifying ourselves with the concept.
The concept behind the Solarkiosk is
architectural activism, and I'd like to
explain this further. It's about recognising
a specific need, feeling the urge to
intervene without having a client assign

a task, and creating a solution from your
own infrinsic motivation. It's an inner drive
that leads you to develop an approach,
and this is what the Solarkiosk represents.
So, behind the Solarkiosk, there’s a
manifestation of a concept and strategy.
It's not a strategy geared towards a
predetermined formal solution, but rather
a strategy as a concept for taking action.

Lars Kriickeberg: Maybe even go one step
back; in the end, curiosity at its best is
love. Casanova once said that curiosity is
three-quarters love because, in curiosity,
you don't know what you will find. You
have to be prepared and have a mindset
to love the unknown, the things you don't
know. Only then will you discover new
things. The Solarkiosk is a good example
of this. We were building in Africa,
specifically a Children’s Clinic outside

of Addis Ababa. This was our first big

project in Sub-Saharan Africa. While

in a bar, Wolfram met a person named
Recep, who later became our friend

and partner. We had a rough concept

of the Solarkiosk and were curious. So,
we spent two months designing it and
then presented the results to him. He was
incredibly impressed, and we realised we
had stumbled upon something significant.
It's about curiosity, not necessarily

limited to sitting in a bar but sometimes
finding opportunities and innovation in
unexpected places, like a hotel bar in

Addis Ababa.

Sven Fuchs: The important thing about curiosity
is maintaining a state of mind that allows
you to discover something you weren't
actively looking for — that's serendipity,

and that's kind of what we live for.

Starting in the past, often without knowing
it, you begin to take steps to create
something, perhaps having an idea of
your potential goal but not knowing the
exact path and being open to finding it.
This is driven by curiosity.

You have been successfully producing
architectural solutions for over twenty
years. How has the studio evolved
through this course? Is there a specific
motto you are faithfully stuck to and
have not changed since the studio’s
foundation?

Wolfram Putz: It has always been
challenging for us to answer because
we've been told to find our way, find a

Back to Index

signature, develop a methodology, and
stick fo it to become a brand. We've

been advised to repeat ourselves and
make ourselves known for something.
However, as a group of individuals

from diverse backgrounds with offices

in various cultures and contexts, our
curiosity has often led us to the point of
repetition, which bored us. We constantly
reinvented ourselves; sometimes it's
Genius Loci because the project asked
for reinventions, and other times it's just in
ourselves, not to stand still, not to become
a brand, not to do, again, what you're
good at, but go intentionally, of course, to
find a new problem and a new challenge.
But if you would ask us five partners, you
would get five different answers, and we
love it that way.

Sven Fuchs: Maybe there is one thing uniting
us. And it's not even created by us but
written down by brave people ages ago.
And this is the pursuit of happiness, which
we are all after. And this is not describing a
certain way, but best describes what drives
all of us.

What advice would you give to younger
architects?

Wolfram Putz: We were lucky to meet
Oscar Niemeyer shortly before he died.
And we asked this great old architect
what was driving him. He emphasised
the importance of what truly matters in
life and our profession is friends, family,
the people we encounter, and the unfair
world we live in. And his goal was to

make that world a little better. Had we

lived in the Baroque era, we might have
been passionate Baroque architects,

but we would likely have continued to
seek unconventional solutions and push
boundaries. The key, as Niemeyer taught
us, is to live in our time, stand on the
shoulders of giants, and remain driven to
contribute to positive change, whether in
terms of beauty, fairness, or other things.

Sven Fuchs: Kill your idols, go on your

own. Do not walk down roads where
others have walked before; try to find
a new way. Risk the pain, enjoy it, be

curious, and find something that interests

you and touches your heart and tries to
grab it.

Wolfram Putz: Don't wait too long! We
sometimes think, «! still need to do this
project in an office, and then | want to
work for this famous firm for my portfolio».
Start early; you will learn along the way
and make mistakes anyway. So, start
making mistakes quickly.

Back to Index
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Scan to read the
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Live Talks by Architonic

Join Architonic Editor-in-Chief Simon Keane-Cowell at
imm cologne for lively conversation with Stefan Diez,
Mario Cucinella Architects, Raw-Edges, Vantot, Studio
Dessi, Adam Nathaniel Furman, Adam Khan Architects
and more.

The fair's theme for 2024 is «Connecting Communities,
and that includes you! So, come and be part of it.

No pre-booking necessary. Simply scan the QR for the
full talks programme.

Sunday January 14 13:00-16:00

Adam Khan Architects

Community-creating architecture
and architecture-creating communities

*Cancelled. Sorry!
13:00, Studio @Circle Café Hall 3.2

Photo by Lewis Khan

Raw-Edges, Vantot, Studio Dessi
Going in circles: design that brings
people together

Photo by Raw-Edges

14:00, Studio @Circle Café Hall 3.2

Mario Cucinella Architects
Tecla:

In collaboration with technology and clay

Gaffel Golsch

Photo by Walter Vecchio

15:00, Studio @Circle Café Hall 3.2
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Photo by Gareth Gardner

micheal Fraay

Photo by Al

Diez

Photo by Stefan

January 15 13:00-16:00

Adam Nathaniel Furman
Community, inclusivity
and joyful spaces

13:00, Studio @Circle Club Hall 1.2

Future > Factory > Furniture
How Dutch brands are collaborating to make
our living environment more sustainable

14:00, Studio @Circle Club Hall 1.2

Stefan Diez

What's mine is yours:
circularity and the sharing economy

15:00, Studio @Circle Club Hall 1.2

Back to Index

Scan to get
the Live Talks
programme

@architonicag
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City Guide by ArchDaily

With its culturally and historically rich context,
the city of Cologne is considered one of the most
important centres in West Germany.

By Maria-Cristina Florian

Nestled on the banks of the River
Rhine, the city unfolds its architectural
narrative through the interplay between
historical landmarks and contemporary
interventions. In the old town, the
medieval Cologne Cathedral, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site and
the tallest cathedral in the world,
dominates the skyline. The cityscape

is also shaped by the Twelve
Romanesque churches of Cologne.

Beyond its historical core, Cologne
embraces modernity with structures
such as the Kranhaus buildings or
Renzo Piano’s Weltstadthaus.

The tapestry of architectural styles is
further underlined by interventions
such as Peter Zumthor's Kolumba
Museum, integrating the ruins of a
late-Gothic church destroyed during
World War Il into a tranquil space
dedicated to the contemplation of
art and history.

Cologne Oval Offices /

Sauerbruch Hutton

Gustav-Heinemann-Ufer 72-74,

50968 Kéln, Germany

A pair of free-form volumes responds

to the landscape qualities of the site — a
former floodplain of the Rhine - as well
as to the memory of villas in park-like
settings that once occupied this now
increasingly densified area. In addition,
the new buildings acknowledge the
sculptural characteristics of the adjacent
twelve-storey 1960s high-rise, while
their vivid polychromy supports the
organic character of the external space.

In each building the office areas are
arranged around three compact cores.
Primary cores are connected to the
main entrance hall, while secondary
ones are entered from the more intimate
patio spaces. Every floor can be
subdivided into three distinct units, each
identifiable through its own reception
areq, sculptural stair and elevator core.
The varying depth of plan offers a great
number of variations in office layout.

Back to Index

The generosity of the windows is echoed
in the glazed corridor walls that ensure
maximum light throughout the depth of
the plan, while giving views outwards of
the Rhine and Cologne Cathedral.

One innovative development lies in

the series of finger-shaped canopies
that were prototyped as an alternative
to a suspended ceiling, so as to take
advantage of thermal mass and to
increase clear height. All necessary
services - lighting, air distribution,
sprinklers and acoustic modulation —
are unobtrusively integrated in these
overhead elements. The offices use
groundwater from the Rhine as a source
of geothermal energy and to supplement
the heating and cooling systems, while
also carefully building above the 100-
year water level and to flood defence
specifications.

Scan to discover
more projects in
Cologne

@archdaily
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Design Post Kéln
Deutz-Milheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00

Official Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00
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Agentur Wildenberg*®
Griiner Weg 6, 50825
Mon-Fri 10:00-16:30

Alape | Stoffpavillon Moeller
Hahnenstrafle 8, 50667
12.01.-18.01. 11:00-20:00

Arco | Design Post KéIn
Deutz-Miilheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Arper | Design Post Kéln
Deutz-Miilheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

BAN Educational Landscape |
Gernot Schulz
Gereonswall 57, 50670

Bene
Habsburgerring 2, 50674

Bensen | Design Post Kéln
Deutz-Milheimer-Straf3e 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Bisazza | Wellnessmanufaktur
Hasenkamp

Kolumbastrafie 10, 50667
Mon-Fri 10:00-19:00

Sat 10:00-18:00

Boconcept | Wallarkaden
Rudolfplatz 7, 50674
Mon-Sat 10:00-20:00

Boffi | DePadova
Kaiser-Wilhelm-Ring 14-16, 50672
Tue-Fri 10:00-18:00

Sat 10:00-14:00
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Bulthaup | Blaser & Hofer*
Lindenallee 39b, 50968
Tue-Fri 10:00-18:00

Sat 10:00-16:00

Bulthaup am Medienpark
SpichernstraBe 77, 50672
Mon-Fri 10:00-18:00

Sat 10:00-16:00

Cathedral Square |
Allmannwappner
Domkloster 4, 50667

Chat Board | Design Post KéIn
Deutz-Milheimer-StraBe 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Cologne Bonn Airport |
Murphy Jahn*
KennedystraBe, 51147

Cologne Cathedral | Cathedral
Church of Saint Peter | Master
Gerhard, Master Arnold, Ernst
Friedrich Zwirner, and more
Domkloster 4, 50667

Daily 06:00-20:00

Cologne Oval Offices |
Saverbruch Hutton
Gustav-Heinemann-Ufer 72-74,
50968

Commercial Building Hohe StraBe
52 | Kuehn Malvezzi
Hohe Strafle 52, 50667

Création Baumann |

Design Post K&ln
Deutz-Milheimer-StraBe 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00
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Dallmer | Stoffpavillon Moeller
Hahnenstrafle 8, 50667
12.01.-18.01. 11:00-20:00

Ege*

SchanzenstraBBe 39/D 14, 51063

Elmo | Design Post K&ln
Deutz-Milheimer-Strae 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Chlodwigplatz Mural |
Katharina Grosse
Chlodwigplatz, 50678

The permanent, large-scale mural by
German artist Katharina Grosse was

first unveiled in 2015 in Cologne's
Chlodwigplatz underground station.

The painting extends from the staircase
below the roundabout on Chlodwigplatz
along the entire west side of the platform
level to the staircase on the opposite side
of the stop that leads to Severinstorburg.

Dropped Cone |

Coosje van Bruggen and
Claes Oldenburg
Neumarkt, 50667

Open 24h

If you happen to pass by Cologne’s
Neumarkt, make sure to look up. Since
2001, the Dropped Cone by Pop Art
couple Coosje van Bruggen and Claes
Oldenburg adorns the roof of the

shopping gallery.

*Location found outside the map on page 32.
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Freifrau at Pesch
Kaiser-Wilhelm-Ring 22, 50672
Mon-Fri 10:00-19:00

Sat 10:00-18:00

Gamma & Bross*
Venloer Strafle 419-421, 50825

Giorgetti

Kaiser-Wilhelm-Ring 30-32, 50672
Mon-Fri 10:30-13:30, 14:00-18:30
Sat 10:30-16:00

Hey-Sign | Design Post K&In
Deutz-Miilheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Immanuel Church |
Sauverbruch Hutton*
Bonhoefferstrafie 10, 51061

Jan Kath
Venloer Strafe 16, 50672
Tue-Sat 11:00-19:00

Janua at Pesch
Kaiser-Wilhelm-Ring 22, 50672
Mon-Fri 10:00-19:00

Sat 10:00-18:00

Kartell
Hahnenstrafle 11, 50667

Kartell and Laufen by Kartell
Hahnenstrafle 11, 50667
Mon-Fri 10:00-18:00

Sat 10:00-16:00

KISD

Ubierring 40, 50678
Mon-Tue 09:00-16:00
Thu 09:00-16:00
Fri 09:00-13:00

Knoth van Dag
Hohenstaufenring 39, 50674
Tue—Fri 11:00-19:00

Sat  11:00-18:00

Kolumba Museum | Peter Zumthor
Kolumbastrafie 4, 50667
Wed-Fri 10:00-17:00

o 4 4
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Kranhéuser | BRT Architekten
Im Zollhafen 18, 50678

Kreon™

Brijhler StraBe 11-13, 50968
Mon-Thu 08:00-17:00

Fri 08:00-14:00

Kvadrat | Design Post Kéln
Deutz-Milheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Lass N More *
ScheidtweilerstraBe 79, 50933
Mon-Fri 09:00-16:00

Laufen | Stoffpavillon Moeller
Hahnenstrafle 8, 50667
12.01.-18.01. 11:00-20:00
Guided tour daily at 16:00

Laufen | Wellnessmanufaktur
Hasenkamp

Kolumbastrafie 10, 50667
Mon-Fri 10:00-19:00

Sat 10:00-18:00

Luctra

ISB Schumacher AG Wohnen und Licht |
ZeughausstraBBe 9, 50667

Sat-Sun 12:00-17:00

Magazin Klaus Wolter
Aachenerstrafie 40-44, 50674
Tue-Fri 10:30-19:00

Sat 10:30-18:00

Marset | Design Post Kln
Deutz-Miilheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Misura | Design Post Kln
Deutz-Miilheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Museum Ludwig | Peter Busmann
and Godfrid Haberer
Heinrich-Boll-Platz, 50667

Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00

J 4 4a@ @
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Occhio

Kaiser-Wilhelm-Ring 18, 50672
Mon-Fri 10:00-19:00

Sat 10:00-18:00

Pesch

Kaiser-Wilhelm-Ring 22, 50672
Mon —Fri 10:00 - 19:00

Sat 10:00 - 18:00

Pfannes & Virnich
Hohenstaufenring 48, 50674

Prostoria | Design Post Kéln
Deutz-Milheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Qvest Store
Albertusstrasse 18, 50667
Tue-Fri 10:00-18:00
Sat 10:00-17:00

Reform Kiichen Showroom
Hohenstaufenring 60, 50674
Mon-Fri 11:00-19:00

Sat 10:00-18:00

Remagen Licht*

Girlitzweg 30 Halle Tor 1, 50829
Tue—Fri 10:00-18:00

Sat 10:00-16:00

Rohi | Design Post Kéln
Deutz-Milheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

RoonstraBe Synagogue |
Schreiterer & Below
Roonstrafle 50, 50674
Mon-Thu 08:30-18:00

Fri (Schabbat) 08:30-15:00
Sun 10:00-13:00

S+ Systemmébel
Mohrenstrafie 21, 50670
14.01. 12:00-19:00
15.01.-18.01. 09:00-19:00

*Location found outside the map on page 32.
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Sahco | Design Post KéIn
Deutz-Milheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Sammode | Design Post KéIn
Deutz-Milheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

SieMatic | Neumarkt
Hahnenstrafle 15, 50667
Mo-Fr 10:00-19:00
Sat 10:00-16:00

Smow

Waidmarkt 11, 50676
Mon-Fri 10:00-18:00
Sat 10:00-16:00

St. Gertrud Church + Culture |
Gottfried Béhm
Krefelder Strafle 57, 50670

Stairwells of the
University of Cologne
UniversitatsstraBe 22a, 50923
09:00-17:00

String Furniture | Design Post Kéln
Deutz-Miilheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

System180 | Design Post KéIn
Deutz-Miilheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Thonet | Design Post Kéln
Deutz-Miilheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Tobias Grau

Kaiser-Wilhelm-Ring 14-16, 50672
Mon-Fri 10:00-19:00

Sat 10:00-18:00
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Tom Dixon | Design Post K&ln
Deutz-Miilheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Trilux Licht Campus |

Graft Architects®
Mathias-Briiggen-Strafie 75, 50829
Mon-Fri 08:00-17:00

Ultramarin Bad Installation®
Widdersdorfer Strale 190, 50825
Tue—Fri 11:00-18:00

Sat 10:00-14:00

Vestre | Design Post Kéln
Deutz-Miilheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Vitra Bad KéIn
Agrippinawerft 24, 50678
Mon-Thu 08:00-17:00
Fri 08:00-15:00

Wagner | Design Post KéIn
Deutz-Miilheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Walther Decor |
Wellnessmanufaktur Hasenkamp
KolumbastraBe 10, 50667

Mon-Fri 10:00-19:00

Sat 10:00-18:00

Waterdrop® Flagship Store |
AllesWirdGut

Hohe Strafle 141, 50667
Mon-Sat 10:00-20:00

Weishéupl | Design Post Kln
Deutz-Milheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Weltstadthaus | Renzo Piano
Nord-Sid-Fahrt, 50667
Mon-Sat 10:00-20:00
Fri 10:00-21:00
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Zeitraum | Design Post KéIn
Deutz-Miilheimer-Strafie 22a, 50679
14.01. 09:00-21:00 | Opening at 17:00
15.01.-17.01. 09:00-19:00

18.01. 09:00-17:00

Neue Direktion Kéln |
Kadawittfeldarchitektur
Konrad-Adenauer-Ufer 3, 50668

With the conversion of the former
railway head office, Cologne’s cityscape
has received a new landmark. The new
roof design has led to the re-creation

of the historic mansard roof as well as
the generation of terraces with views of
the River Rhine that are set between the
metal bands surrounding the roof stories
and the set-back office facades.

Parking Garage Facade P22a |
Woulf Architekten
Pfélzischer Ring 105, 50679

A facade for the parking garage that
not only seems light and transparent,
but also surrounds the S-shaped curved
structure with a poetic-organic shell that
gives it a light plasticity. The uniformly
designed facade does not seem
ornamental — instead, it is designed like
a big organic structure that gives the

impression that it breathes.

The roughly 3,000 laser-cut panels with
edge reinforcement were manufactured
from perforated metal. The gill-like
gaps and the perforations of the panels
themselves ensure the natural flow of air
needed in the parking garage and also
provide sufficient natural lighting of its
interior. The overlapping metal panels
create interesting geometric patterns
that evoke a sensuous, emblematic

symbolism, especially at night.

*Location found outside the map on page 32.
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STOFF-PAVILLON MOELLER im Stoff-Pavillon Moeller
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FREIFRAU®

MANUFAKTUR

VISIT US IN
HALL 3.2 . BOOTH C0O23a

MIA Fe—

designed by ILJA HUBER - Handmade in Germany by FREIFRAU MANUFAKTUR GmbH - freifrau.com
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